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Connecticut, New Jersey, Vermont, West Virginia, and California, and then 
presents her conclusions. The chapters relating to the experience of the several 
states contain brief reviews of the growth of expenditures, the development of 
special taxes, and reform in tax administration in each case, for separation is 
merely one of the devices resulting from the efforts to solve tax problems. 
Separation has resulted in an improved administration of taxes employed by the 
state, but it has in some cases retarded a greatly needed centralized administra- 
tion of the general property tax; it has brought about a more just taxation of 
certain forms of property and corporations, but it has not been accompanied by 
any noteworthy improvement in the assessment of property for the levy of 
local taxes; it has made local option in taxation possible, but that doubtful 
expedient has not made headway; it has not seriously inconvenienced the local 
governments in securing needed revenues, but most of the states have returned 
to the taxation of "general property" for state purposes because of the need 
for additional and elastic revenues. The estimate placed by the author upon 
the separation of sources is indicated by the closing paragraph, which runs as 
follows: 

There are no advantages to be derived from complete separation which cannot be 
derived in other ways, and there is little likelihood that it will become a permanent 
feature of any state's system; but as a transitional stage in the movement from the 
general property tax widely applied to classification for taxation it will doubtless play 
an important part. In the states where it has been introduced thus far it has been a 
mark of progress. 

Shortcomings in the selection and interpretation of data as well as in 
exposition make The Separation of State and Local Revenues in the United States 
a mediocre doctoral dissertation. 
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